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ABSTRACT 

A study compared the visibility and participation of 
women working in United States television with that of women working 
in television in other countries. Video tapes of five consecutive 
evening news broadcasts in 1986 from the United States, Japan, Sri 
Lanka, Colombia, and Jamaica were analyzed for such data as thi^ 
proportion of women anchors, the proportion of domestic and foreign 
stories covered by women reporters, and the topics reported on by 
women reporters as compared to those reported on by men. Findings 
included: (1) no women reported on any of the five biggest news 
stories of the week in any of the five countries studied; (2) the 
percentage of women on the major United States network newscasts has 
declined from an overall average of 2H in 1979 to 9% on NBC, 10% on 
ABC, and 13% on CBS in 1986; (3) the United States and Japan made 
only token use of women reporters for domestic stories (17% and 0%, 
raspactively ) , while the developing natiofis had much larger 
percentages of women reporters (27% in Colombia, 33% in Jamaica, and 
66% in Sri Lanka); (4) no overseas stories were reported by women 
correspondents in any of the five c^^untries; and (5) all o€ the 
science/health stories were covered by women, whereas all of the 
stories on government, crime, and dii^aster were covered by men. 
(Three tables of data are included, and 25 references are attached.) 
(MHO) 
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TELEVISION'S INVISIBLE WPMEN: 



A FIVE-NATION STUDY OF ANCHORS, REPORTERS AND CORRESPONDENTS 



This study ot one weed's newscasts in 1 9S6 -found that develooed 
countries (Japan ana the United States) ma^ e little more ^-han 
token use ot women TV journalists, while in developing countries 
■ColomDia, Jamaica and Sri Lanf^a) women have a more prDminent 
role, both as reporters and anchors. The bias against women a= 
-foreign correspondents held iti all five countries; likewise, tne 
assignment o-f women to cover health/medical stories sesfr:s 
universal. The presence o-f women on US networ^ TV newscasts he£ 
Declined marl-edly -from the 1970s. 
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TELEVISION'S INVISIBLE WOMEN: 
A FIVE-NATION STUDY OF ANCHORS, REPORTERS AND ^CORRESPONDENTS 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The status o-f women working in US media is well documen- 
ted (Beasley 1985; Flander 1985; Holcomb 1986; Marzol^ 1977; 
Sanders 1986; Stone 1986; and Wilson 1984). To +ind out about 
media women in other countries is more di^-ficult, but one can 
turn to public^tions such as Media_ReBort_to_Wofnen_-f or single- 
country pro-Files and reports. However, virtually no systematic 
cf OSS-cultural studies have been done. 

Such studies have great value, as the acheivements o-f wome . 
in one country could inspire women in others. Conversely, such 
research could unearth universal problems that cut across 
cultures. H one takes the ei-.tensive research on US media women 
as a baseline, many comparisons suggest themselves. 

In the late 1980s, do women working in other countries -face 
the same problems as women in the United St ates— di -f -f erenri al 
pay, story assignments and promotions? Have US women come closer 
to wielding power than elsewhere in the world? Or can a develop- 
'ed country such as the United States a^ + ord the "luxury" o-f 
tokenism in media jobs, while developing countries must use all 
the talent available*? Are US media at a stage through which 
other count .ries have passed and still other countries will 

pass a stage where women -find themselves thwarted by a glass 

ceiling? Or do cycles o-f progress di-f-fer -from nation to nation-^ 
The present study can begin to shed light on these que 



ions. It -focuses on television because in the late 19£vs, 
women in US network television can well bene-fit -from the insights 
o-f a multi-country study. There are signs that progress made 
-from the early 1970s is being eroded (Flander 1985). 

According to Renee Poussaint, WJBM-TV, Washington, D.C.. 
••There is a decline actually in the visibility and parti ci pat icr. 
o-f women reporters on the air. . . Men deciding that women were 
getting too much control, too much visibility, too mucn in-fluence 
in the industry, and beginning to block certain channels ot 
upward mobility" (Beasley 19S5>. Women at ABC have been meetirg 
since 1983 to try to overcome unequal treatment — includinc less 
air time and 30 percent less pay than men (Lands 19S6). Their 
actions "re+lect an inausty-wiae belief that women are no Icncer 
assiduously sought a+ter as network correspondents'* ^Fiance-" 
1955). 

This stuay, a content analysis, cannot disce'^n Dei:e*s ^rc 
tncuaht3. but it can compare tne "visiDilitv ana oart i CDati ::n ' 
women wcrv:ing on US television wifn .nose in ctne*^ ccuntri^s. 
uikewise, it cannot aetermine wnat, i+ any, errect an increase 
women might have on tne ae+initicn o+ news, but ran sncv^ .vn^t 
tvoes o-f news women ao cover and what similarities e i st 9.0*^3? = 
cultures. 

Furthermore, ^n its present -form this stucv cannot 3rav^< 
conclusions about trends and cycles. However. plans are aire^Cv 
being made -for 19S£ to ejjoand this -f i ve-count^v pilot stuCv tc 
countries, tnen -^c-ilwW tne ;0 eacn ^ear -or fs lone ris 3cs=ir,a 
to track changes over ticje. 



II. RELATED STUDIES 
Numerous "census" studies have documented changes in women^s 
presence on US network television, but -Fewer are available -For 
other countries. The content o-F women's on-air reports and 
audience reactions to male vs. -Female newscasters have been 
researched to some extent in the United States, but less so 
overseas. 
yS_Research 

A number o-F studies in the 1970? -Found no perceived di-F-^er- 
ences between male and -Female newscasters (e.g.. Stone 1^7^; 
Whittaker and Whittaker 1976). Researchers at Boston University 
concluded that women spokespersons "are more trusted Dy tr.e 
public than men." However, market research on radio newscasters 
^ound men^s voices to elecit more positive responses (Lerner 
19S2;. 

Be-Fore ABC hired Barbara v^alters in 197to, a survev sncwec 
that 46 percent o-F viewers pr^-ferrBO a -fe^-nale newscaster, 17 
percent ^re^^rrBd a male and -^1 jjerzent nac pre+=r='-CE 
xWoodru-f-F 19S3>. A more recent study '.Wilson et ai , l=b(b/ -cl.pc 
that suDjects judgea a male ana -female ancnor as equal Iv zreoi^lB 
and e-f-fective in reading the same national news story, out iLKogeo 
the mnale less e-f-Fective ana credible than the women m r^aam^ 
local news. 

Singleton and Cook (1982) analvzed 1,130 news reports on 
AEC, CBS and NBC newscasts in 1979 to see ir "-Female corresDcna- 
ents generally report tne same r-mds or news srcries as tr.j^:- 
male counterparts." A-Fter ceding the reports into Z^: 
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categories, they -found that -foreign a-f-fairs, the federal govern- 
ment and the economy accounted -for 56.4 percent o-f the news 
reports. When t.iey looked at the sex o-f the reporter, tr.ey 
discovered signi-ficant di -f -f erences <at the .05 level or beloW in 
seven topics: women reported -fewer -foreign a-f-fairs, econc.T.v. 
disaster and -feature stories, but more -federal gover nme-.t , 
environment, women's issues and social problem stories. 

O-f the 1,130 reports by corresoondents, women deliverea 169 
(25 percent). Wo.nen reported 16.1 percent o-f stories appeamg 
either -first, second or third in the newscast lincluainc lo.Z 
percent o-f the lead stories;, -figures comparable to their 
numerical representation in the sample and an improvement ever 
past vears. In 1974-75. women reported only 2 percent tr.e 
•first, second and third stories on network TV newscasts iMarrcl-^ 
1977 J . 

Women represented 23 percent o-f all television news personn- 
el in 1977, 26 percent in 197° ana ~1 perr-nt Dv l«o2, whe--s tne 
percentage remainea tnrougn 19S£ '.Stone i 9ST and :-=fc5o/. ""e 
networks, in 1971, ABC haa cwo women reporters, CBS ha.a cr.e rno 
NBC haa -four. By 1974 ABC ana CBS sscn nad r:. /e wcmen. ^nile ^^^^'-^ 
haa eignt (Marrol-f 1977) . 

Ten years later, in late 1984. women acc^untea ^cr nicne- 
sta-f-f percentages than their air time would implv. They we-e 16 
out o-f ^0 reporters at ABC (18 percent); 22 o-f 105 at CE5 '11 
percent); and 1^ o+ 64 at iMBC (22 percent;. However, a iur-e - 
"•JGW = '^eqal De-fense ana Eaucati on -una Uii 1 sen l^S^ -cuno zrz". 
women -filea only 59 ot 57(b nigntiy news stories i^av 15- June Iz. 
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1984, on the three networks (8,4 percent on ABC, 14.7 percent on 
CBS and 7.9 percent on NBC). 

Stories are -Filed by both US-based reporters and -foreign 
correspondents working out o-F network bureaus, then selected -for 
the nightly news at network headquarters. The lack o-f women in 
bureau and headquarters management positions may partly explain 
why women get short shri-ft in air time. In 1985, only -four women 
held top management jobs at the networks. 

Also in 1«?85, ABC had one o-f its domestic and -foreiCfn 
bureaus headed by a womon; CBS had -four; and NBC had si;r. Notion- 
wide in 1985, only 8 percent o-f TV news directors at network — 
at-filiated stations were women (Stone 1986;. 

As low as these -figures -for women managers and on-air 
reporters are, they represent domestic news operations almost 
entirely. The bias in television agcinst sending women overseas 
remains, even thougn the bias in print media has started r.c er^ae 
(ErlicK 19S2). In the case o-f the Associated P'-ess. an EEZC 
settlement m 19S3 hastened the change. vwnen tne Ez.DC czmc?. 
ts were initiated m 1973, AP haa nc women out Zf^ -3/' * 
overseas sta-f -? > • 

In 1971, Aline Saarinen became the -first woman netAicr'- 
-oreign bureau chie-f when NBC assignee "iBr to Pans 'Marz:::!- 
1977). In 1982, Hilary Brown coordinated ABC's coverage oi^ t^e 
El Salvador elections and Martha Teichnor cove'^ed Beirut -fcr 
C3£. ::ut these exceptions virtually con-firm tne rule. 
•foreign assignments otten lead to promotions lote»^ on. a 'zc^iz. 
ot bias cuts o-f-f an avenue o+ advancement *or women. In 1^35. -^rC 



and CBS had no -female -foreign correspondents, while NBC had cne 
rjfjskea. 19S6>. 

Jast as women's representation cn TV news sta-f-fs level ea c-f-f 
in the 1980s a-fter gains in the 1970s (yee above), so has their 
share o-f anchor positions at local stations. Women were 1* 
percent o-f anchors in 1972, 20 percent in 1976 and 36 percent : 
1982 ^Stone 1983). The proportion remained the same l«o^-i^c;w. 
On the network evening newscasts, the gain that Barbara Walters 
made in 1976 when she became a regular ABC cc-ancncr has nee-*- 
lost e:<cept -For women on weekend newscasts. Now *'rhree relative- 
ly young and de-Finitexy handsome solo male anchors reign" on the 
nightly news (Flander 1985). 
Non^yS^Research 

Detailed in-formation about women reporters, corr esDonaert s 
ana anchors apoearing on TV newscasts oursiae the -Jnitea Stat:e5 
15 rrard to come by, especially in developing countries. ."^osz 
research Describes women wori*. mg in all mass mecia. F^r =..amcle. 
^omen are 5-10 percent ot thcr zotal tiecir. pe-^^cnrei i~ =..?s^ 
A-frica ;Carty 1950,', 40 percent c-f personnel :n CwXa .Cart.' 1=35; 
ana 37 percent ot personnel in Singapore "Our women. . * ''l^'^'. . 
A studv in Norwav specifically on television tound that 
l'-"'3. 25.3 ercent o-f the voices were female: nv 1<=^£3. 2^ -^b^'Z"- 
were -female, an increase o-F 1.7 percent. However, these figures 
do not isolate news -from other programs (Abrahamscn 19S^'*. 

A cross-natz cnal personnel survev concludec tnat u£ .ne-if 
women lead tne ^cria '-;olairig positions r-i-' rsocns: z i . 

•Cartv 19S4;. Bur little cross-nat i onai -^esearcn sMSts je=cr:z- 



ing women on television. One such study that analyzed TV 
newscasts in 10 European countries (Thoveran 19S6) -found a 
"severe under-representati on o-f women among the journalists 
appearing on the screen — the average was one woman -for si:j men 
(14.5 percent) . 

Because e><tensive past research has treated women journal- 
ists on network television in the United States, the -following 
questions, when answered with recent dat,a, may be used to chart 
changes in "census" -figures and findings by Singleton and Coo^• 
(1982) : 

1. What proportion o-f journalists on ABC, CBS and NBC 

nightly newscasts are women"^ 

2. What proportion o-f svories reported by women appeared first, 

second or third on ABC, CBS and NBC nightly newscasts^ 
The following questions will enable cross-cultural comoariscns: 
3- lAJhat proportion o-f anchors on national evening newscasts rre 

women"' 

4. What proportion ot Domestic stories are reportea Dy women^ 

5. What proportion ot overseas stories are reported bv women"" 

6. What topics did women reporters and correspondents report zr 

as compared to those tnat men reported on"* 




III. METHOD 

In the summer o-f 1986, researchers involved in this project 
contacted acquaintances in a number o-f countries, asking them tc 
tape the main evening .lewscast -for Sep. 1-5. The late -fall o-f 
1986 was spent transferring the taped news, -eceived in various 
•formats, to the VHS -format. 

During winter 1987, initial viewing was done and notations 
made to discover whether any tapes had missing davs. They did. 
The -following -five, chosen -for detailed analysis,, representeo tne 
best mi:; o+ countries with the -fullest complement o-f newscasts: 
The United States (CBS) First World, Westi^rn 

Japan (NHK) First World, Asian 

Sri Lanka (Rupavahmi ) Third World, Southeast Asian 

Jamaica (JBC) Third World, Caribbean 

Colombia ("24 Horas"' Third World. Latin American 

Un-f crtunatei V, Sept.' 1 was missing -from the Jamaica taoes 
and Sept. 5 -from the Japan tapes. However, since *OL.r -rz-mc i =-:J 
tanes aia e^;i3t -for bot:n Sept. 1 ana 5, the researrners as--:-6-r 
that they had enough data (2T- broadcasts,' to proceea. 

The * 1 ve nati ans are catSQori zed bv F^B^acm Hcuse "av - r.c 
-free i-nedia systems, e;^ceot ^or =ri Lanr.a, wnich is lisrec: ? = 
par^lv rree. They represenr diverse models m cover •T«e'~- 

control, regulation, -funding -facilities and language usage. 

In Colombia. the government owns the stations, but leases 
orime-time hours to private entreoreneurs ror programming. 
Zcmmerciai .advertisements aooear an *:he news 2rogr=ims. 
time purchf^sed m bul^- is resold to individual advertiser 
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Both the Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation (JBC) and Nippon 
Hoso Kyokai (NHK) are public corporations modelled on the BBC. 
-JBC television went on the air in 1963, -financed by government 
•grants and advertising, bet the governfrent directed it to become 
sel-f-supporting in the early 1930s. 

NHK relies on license -fees imposed on all sets -for its 
-funding. With 1.8 TV receivers per household rn Japan, NHf. has 
an annual budget o-f more than SI billion. NHK has about the same 
number o-f TV stations as the commercial broadcasters, whicn 
concentrate on local programming. 

The government-operated TV service in Sri Lanka began 
broadcasting in 1932. Three stations cover the entire islana. 
Sri Lankan news is broadcast three times: once in Tamil ror tr.e 
large Indian population, once in Smhala -for the native majority 
and once in English. 

Although commercials appear on botn Colombian and w.S. nev^s- 
casts, in this study the United States, represented bv "^he 3S£ 
E/ening New^.. " is the onlv commercial broaccasting SvSt = -n. Iz . = 
.also the only newscast that does not mciuce a reguis.r natir-c^l 
SDor.s segment and. along witn Colombia, one o-f two that does -^ct 
include a national weather rorecast. 

Sports and weather -forecasts were omitted -rem coding -cr 
comparability and to keep tne -focus on news. Sports was de-fine-2 
as those storief^ grouped together and introduced as ''^^portr, 
news." Other isolateo srories elsewhere in the newscas*:: reiatec 
to rithletics and weatne*^ ^e.g,. earthauarcss . were mciuaea. 

To address research ouestions 1 and 2. relating to all JS 



networks, the Vanderbxlt University Tel eyi si on_Nf ws.Inde^.eQd 
Abstracts were used. To address all the other research questions, 
a coding sheet (see appendix) was developed. Anchors were de-fmed 
as visible, in-studio readers o+ the news. Reporters were de-fined 
as persons reporting -from a domestic location, either appearing 
on camera or doing narra.tion, who had actually covered the story 
they were describing; correspondents met the same criteria but 
reported -from overseas. 

Five story types commonly appear on newscasts: 1> those read 
by the anchor is), o-ften accompanied by in-studio graphics: 2> 
those narrated by the anchor <s) but -featuring remot= videos, 
o-ften with natural sound: 3) those aeliverea by journalists 
reporting -from domestic locations outside the studio: -i- 
those delivered by the network's own correspondents reporting 
-fi-om overseas; and 5) those delivered by correspondents reporting 
-for other networks that have sold stories to the home -eri-^c-^ . 

The narrated stories — types 1 and 2 — -u-ten -fea-ured cc-sncn- 
c-r=" voices aluernating frequentl y witra -i the same ".or ^ - zr 
variety and pacing. Thus a linf.ino or one ancnor, male or -e:Tia-'=. 
^irn each story was impossible. 

Far the third type, any stc-rv with a d i scer-ii t: i s ron-stoci z 
journalists, whethe»^ ne or she was sr.own on zame^-5. was codec -r.r 
gender. The story was counted as "non-studio," ever i-f the ancr^.cr 
introduced and oar'tly narrated it. 

For the -fourth tvpe. narrators were assumec net tr cs 
3ona *iae -foreion corresoondents unless strong evicencs orese'-'ce-:] 
itselr to veriry that they were. For e;:aiTicle. a wOiTian * s .cics 
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narrated a story -for the Colombian news program about protests 
against cigarette saxes in South Korea, but -from all indications, 
t|3e. network har^ no -foreign correspondents, much less one in 
Kor^.v in ai probability, this and many other -foreign stories 
with a "passive" narrator came -from a video F-rvice such as 
Vi snews. 

The -fi-fth story type was not counted in determining the 
importance o-f women journalists at a news operation. The smaller 
networks who could only a-f-ford to cover -foreign news by subscr:b- 
ing to an overseas service had no choice as to the genaer o-f 
correspondents covering those stories. For example, Jamaica used 
many women journalists in its own operations, but had to depend 
on British services -for -foreign stories. To code the -/arious 
British man as i-f they worked -for Jamaica Broadcasting would have 
given a skewed picture o-f JBC. 

A-fter the number o-f total stories, domestic-reporter stor-.es 
ana •foreign-correspon'^ent stones were noted, the percent o- each 
tvpe -filed bv women was calculated. To get sn :a.= 5 ot nre 
importance cr "presence" o-f the anchor, the pe'-rer.t =cs o+ Ir.e 
total stories that the anchor (s) reaa or narrated was ralcular^d. 

The non-studio stories were then divided into the -foilowinc 
categories used by Singleton and Cook (1<^'82^ to see i- nale anc 
-female journalists were being given di-f-ferent types o+ assign- 
ments: 
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1. Goverr.'nent and politics, includino de-fense policies 

2. Disaster/accident, inclu-ding accident prevention 

3. Science, including medicine and health 

4. Crime^ including white collar crime 

5. Labor'/economy/business, including agricultural economics 

6. Human interest/ people /-features 

7. Foreign a-f-fairs, including all stories reported -from' abroad 
S- Consumer protection 

9. Social problems, including drug abuse 

10. Entertainment/ culture/ art 

11. Institutions, including schools and education 

12. Envi r onment 

13. Transportation 

14. Energy 

15. Religion 

16. Courts 

17. Women' s issues 
IS. Other 

I-f problems with -faulty tapes prevented learning much about 
substance o-f the story, no coding was attempted or -forced. 




IV. RESULTS 

A total o-f 333 stones were analyzed on the newscasts o-f the 
'f>ve .countries being studied. The week o-f Sep. 1-5, 1986, had its 
share o+ monumental stories that attracted woridwit^e attention, 
but .they did not squeeze out domestic news in any or the -five. 

The -five biggest stories o-f the week, with the total minutes 
devoted to each, were: 1) the non-aligned summit in Zimbabwe 
(34.07 minutes); 2) unrest in South A-frica (23.66): 3) the Pan Am 
hijacking in Pakistan (21.66); 4) the AeroMe;:icD/ private plane 
collision in Cali-fornia (20.17); and 5) the collision o-f a Soviet 
passenger liner and -freighter in the Black Sea (6.92). we 
will see, no woman covered any o-f these stories -for her heme 
network in any o-f the -five countries studied. 

li_Wo!!!en_iournalists_on_ABCi_CBS_anc_NB 

O-f the 20 journalists who appeared at least once during tr.e 
wee^ on ABC, two v<<er= wcmen '10 percent/; c-f the 2Z on CBS. irr-e 
were women r.Z percent^; o-f the 21 on NEC. two were .^^cme^ = 
percent;;. In -fact, all the women aid appear :ust once, whe-sas 
many ot the men (19) men appeared on two. three or -four news- 
casts. 

In other words, the women, -few as they are, do not yer 
proportionately as much air time as their male colleagues. Dt 74 
non-stuaio stories at ABC, women reported or.xy two (6 oerrent,: 
o-f 74 stories at CBS, women rsDcrtea thrss " oerrent : z- 
31 stories at NBC, women reported two ^6 percent.- • 

X3 

15 



These -figures show a marked loss o-f ground -for women in the 
past seven years, even when allowing -for the smaller 19Qa 
sample. There was a decline -from the 25 percent o-f reports that 
women delivered in 1979 and the 21 percent o-f on-air journalists 
that they represented in 1979 (Singleton and CooV- 19827; The 
present study even shows a decline nver the past two years; ror 
example, in 1984, women at CBS -Filed 14.7 percent o-F stories anc 
represented 21 percent o-F journalists (Wilson 1984). 

2^_Fg5i ti on_of _5tgr 1 es_bv_wgmen_igurnal i 5ts_cn_r:&Cj^_C 

In 1979, women had reported 16.1 percent o-F -First, second or 
third stones, including 16.2 percent o-F lead stories -iSingieton 
and Cook 1982). In 1986, w^men reported none or the -first, 
second or third stories. Again, the di-F-Ference in time -rar.es 
^one complete *^eet vs. a sampled year) should be noted. 



Table 1 shows tnat Jamaica has the strongest -femaie 'orss- 
ence" on its nightly newscast, -Five out or eight daily appear- 
ances being women. The United States, reoresentec m cms oari 
tne stuav bv CBS. is the onlv country or the -^ive with no .^iC^•,e'- 
serving as anchors. Japan has a So /SO rat*o, since it -^eajiure-:: 
the same maleZ-Female co-anchoru every night, similar to the tea.r. 
pattern used on 1 ocal newscasts in the Uni ted States. 

Counting v^as aone dav bv 2a^' due tz :ji--erencss in f-0"or 
Svstems -^rOiTi oourtr^ to count:*'.' • 3ctr. JaiTiaio-\ anc _^.r. ? ^. .s = 

a '*staDle" o-F rotating anchors: in Jamaica, -for e\aiMDie. auci^'"- 
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faffle 1. Women Anchors on TV Newscasts in Five Countries, 1986 

SgE^l SgBiS SgBii SeB^4_ Seg^S Igtal 

Aj. Number_Qf _women/total _anchors 

C6l5mbii 0/1 1/2 0/1 0/1 0/1 



Jamaica 

Japan 1/2 
S.Lanka 0/1 



1/2 



1/2 



0/1 



2/: 



1/2 



0/1 



1/2 



1/2 



1/1 



1/2 



1/6= 
loV. 

5/8= 

^ • «J /* 

4/8= 
1/5= 



U.S. 



0/1 



Of < 
I i. 



0/1 



0/1 



0/1 



0/5= 



Bi_Stcries_read_by_anchgr/total _stgrxE 

Colombia 7/11 8/14 5/9 11/13 ^ / \^ 



17/21 20 /r*^- 



17/2: 



40/61 
=o6*L 



J aoan 



10/ 12 



S-Lanka 10/ T 



13/16 12/ r 



13/14- 10/12 



39/69 



U.S. 



ai i. . 



13/ 1: 



9/14 



11/19 
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ces saw -five di-f-ferent -Faces in -four days o-f this study. Colombia 
had the same male anchor every day, who was joined on on- -lay by 
a woman co-anchor; thus the "presence" o^ women shows up as 16 
percent (one o-f si;: appearances) -for Colombia. 

Both Sri Lanka and the United States use a sinale anchor. 
One o-f the women in the rotating crew anchored the news Sep. 4 in 
Sri Lanka, accouting -for one- o-f -five appearances. Only the 
United States uses a single, never-changing anchor. 

The table also shows that the US system relies the least on 
anchors to deliver stories, since it has resources to -funa a 
stable o-f reporters and correspondents. Interestingly, Japan 
would seem to have the resources -for correspondents, but NHK 
relies more heavily on anchors (who deliver 36 percent o-f 
stones) than any o-f the other -four coutries. 

« » « INSERT TABLE 1 ABOUT HERE t t t 
4^_P'-Qgcrtion_gf _gver5eas_stgries 

No overseas stones were reported by women corresocncenrs 
any a-f -he -five countries. The -i^all owing ■^el^» overseas €r = 
•for each country were reported Dy men: Cclomoia, none: Ja.-noirr. 
none: Japan, two: Sri Lanka, eight: and zhe United Statss. :I. 
The high numoer -for Sri Lanka resulted ^rom it^ sending its z\^r 
correspondent to the non-aiigned summit m Zimoabwe, to wh:r-t :t 
devoted 23.6 minutes o-f air time during the week. CBS' overseas 
stories included Nicholas Danilo-f-f and South A-fncan unrest. 

2C3Bort 1 on_of _:g(rie5t 1 c_s^=ri5S_2iBGLIi3_ = i: 

Taole I snows that Jaoan r.ad no women -eporters. ^n;: = 
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tb«atnrted States (CBS) had only 17 percent o-f its stories 
covered .-by women. The percentages -for Jamaica (33 percent) and 
Sri Lanka (?? percent) may look high, but the actual numbers o-f 
stories'are low; equipment and personnel in short supply even -for 
covering local stories in these countries. Colombia uses 
reporters quite extensively and has a respectable representation 
o-f women doing this work (six o-f 22 stories, or 27 percent). 

t * t INSERT TABLE 2 ABOUT HERE t t t 
6^ Topics cgvered_by_wQmen_vSi_men_reBortersi_f 1 

Table 3 shows the range o-f story topics covered by both men 
and women. The numbers are too small to permit si gni -f i cance 
testing, but a -few observations can be made. The most prevalent 
type o-f news, business/economy, was covered by both women and 
.Tien. However, the second most prevalent type, di saster /acci dent , 
was covered only by men. The third most prevalent type, crime, 
was coverea only by men e-scept in Colombia. 

Interestinyl y, all or the government stcries were cover=o 
•Tier., wnereas all o-f the sci snce 'heal th stones were cz^ersa z-.- 
women. The small numbers can only indicate some possible lines o-f 
■Curare inquiry adcut universal associations o-f story assignmenrB 
and gender. 

* t t INSERT TABLE Z ABOUT HERE t t t 
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Table 2. Women Reporters on TV Newscasts in Five Countrtfi» J 986 

SeEi.1 SeEi.2 ^eq^Z SeB^A £§9^.5 Total 

ppmest j^c_5tgr i es_reBgrted_.bv_wgmen/ 

Colombia 2/5 2/6 0/3 1/3 1/-5 6/22= 



1/2 0/0 1/3 0/1 2/6= 



2(5)8 



Japan 0/2 0/1 0/0 0/2 0/5= 

0/1 

S.Lanka 0/1 0/0 0/0 1/1 1/1 

66/; 

U.S. 0/4 2/6 0/2 1/5 0/1 " 3/13= 

17'/. 



Table 3. Topics Covered on TV Newscasts in Five Countries, 1986 

SeBi^l SeB.^_2 SeB^_3 SeQ^^A Seg^^S 

TOBi cs coyer ed_by_wgmen/tgBLCS_cgyered_b^_m 

Caibmfe^a- F 4,4 4,5 3 3 

M 1,12,12 1,1,4,5 18,+,+ 1,5 2,2,4,5 

Jamaica F '6 6 

M 4 1,5 12 

Jap%n F 

M 5,2 2 2,6 

S.Lanka F 5 5 
M 10 

IJ..-5. F ^,3 3 

M 2,2,3,5 2,2,5, 11 1,2 4,4,5, 11 1 



1'. "Government and politics, including de-fense policies 
2. Di saster /acci aent , including accident prevention 
Science, including medicine and health 

4. Crime, including white collar crime 

5. Labor/economy/business, including agricultural economics 

6. Human i nterest/ peopl e /-features 

7. Foreign a-f-fairs, including all stories reoorted -from abroad 
S. Consumer protection 

9. Social problems, including drug abuse 

10. Entertainment/ culture/ art 

11. Institutions, including schools and education 

12. Envi»^onment 

13. TransDortat 1 on 

15« Religion 

16. Courts 

IT. Women's issues 

13. Other 



-'•ss'Faulty tape 
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V. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
Pending -Further research, this small "map" o-F i i ve. countr i es 
presents some surprising di -f -Ferences and simi lari t^cfi-r^o^rdlnQ 
the status o-F women on television. I-F nothing else, the cross- 
cultural approach removes the temptation that consumers o-F US 
television may have to resort to "we've come a long baby" 
assessments. Sel -f-congratul ati ons are not yet in order* 
Similarities 

The ban against giving women overseas assignmefrts^ seems 
universal. <In -Fairness to Colombia and JaiT.aica, however, we 
should note that neither women nor men worked as -Foreign corres- 
pondents in those countries.) The discrimination may -be the 
result o-F paternalistic -Feelings that -Foreign reporting is '.oo 
dangerous or strenuous -For women, that women could not cet 
stories e-f -^ecti vel y because o-f perceived machismo or lecal 
barriers or that women would be too conspicuous to move -re^l.-. 
Cn the other hand, -foreign assignments ma/ =implv be see*^ b.^ 
plums handed out via the old boys" network. 

While barriers against women covering tiara news sesTi zz re 
falling, gatekeepers still associate certain tvoes o-^ st::r:es 
with women. Women covered all health stories tnat were Droaocas- 
during Sep. 1-5. These included a new technique being usee ir 
hospitals and a report/warning about a -food rontami nati cn out- 
break 'both Colombia), as well as stories cn an AIDS hoss:-:?! 
snc new -^esearrn on 5Jre»^cise ana tne near*: botn ^nizeo St^.t^s 

■^he only other CBS story by a woman — on Reagan's crvg war — -va^ 
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coded as "social problems," but had a strong health angle. 
Differences 

The di-f-ferences between the developed and developinuj 
countries stand out strikingly. Neither Japan nor the United 
States made more thjin token use o-F women to report domestic 
«tories~three o-F 18 stories on CBS, none at all on NHK. All 
three stories on CBS could have been shelved -for later use as 
-Features in the event o-F major breaking stories; indeed, on 
Sep. 5, the day o+ the Pan Am hijacking in Karachi, no stories by 
wofTtsn appeared- 

Colombia, Jamaica and Sri Lank- all had a strong -Female 
presence in domestic reporting, with stories covering a wide 
ranqe o-F topics: crime, economics, health and human interest. 
Pernaps developing countries realise that mobilizing the best 
talent o-F both sexes makes sense, whereas developing coutries can 
a-F-Ford to resort to tokenism. 

Colombia, Jamaica and Sri Lanka all maae use oi wcner. 
anchors. Japan did as well, but one could not heio notizing r.ciM 
young the Japanese woman appeared next to her male co-ancncr. 
Age was deemea hard to judge accurately, so no attempt v^as tiaae 
to do so in the rormal coding. However, the age disparit/ dia nci 
seem so great between male vs. -Fem:ale anchors in the rr.ree 
devel opi ng countri es. 
Effects^ 

Speculations about what would happen i-f :T>cre women recortec 
ana editea the news can easilv caeteriorate into Diatituces rnc 
stereotypes. Without attempting to prove -For certain wnat wcuic: 
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happen i-f the -feminization o-f journalism schools -filters into the 
industry, some idea o-f what we are now missing can be put 
•forward. Writing in Ms^j, Wilson (1934) concludes that "women 
bring a di-f-ferent acculturation to the workplace,^ simply because 
they have grown up -female." 

According to Diane Sawyer, "Where you have a choice, and you 
always have choices, on the margins you may end up with a very 
subtle nuance, an inclusion o-f something that might not have been 
included otherwise." Sylvia Chase o-f "20/20" believes that the 
women- 5 movement has added topics to the agenda o-f what con- 
sidered to be newsworthy — rape, wi-fe abuse, -family relations 
(Wi Ison 1984) . 

Journalism Pro-fessor Catherine Covert has stated that 
women^s values, which emphazise "concord, harmony, a-f -f i i i at ; on , 
community," may change long-established news values. Women may 
be "less drawn to writing' news as a series o-f con-flicts." Even 
the vocabulary o-f news may change ats se?;ist overtones, wit^ tne 
di^-ference between "hard news" and "so^t news" zlLxm'.q ^nc t-E 
status oi the latter rising (Beasley 1935'. 

Speci-f ical 1 V m overseas coverage, tne aebate about wnet^^e^- 

or not women can handle such assignments has changed: 

discussion now centers on whether women have some advantages or 

whether male and female corr-espondents report stories in the same 

ways. Logistical and perceptual advantages apply even in macho 

cultures such as Central America's. where "American i^cme'^ 

cor resoonden ts ars ••inaAl / coming ot au»= 'cr.*-r *-o— • 

Women can get tneir -^oot intz tne dcor or snag an importer,- 
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interview both because o-f a "tradition courtesy" and a 

v^eadency not to see women as a threat. Furthermore, better 
•tones may result because people will talk more easily to women 
and because women "may see things men don'^t see," according to 
- l*4Stli.Dflt9Q-f^S§t writer Stephen Rosen-Feld (Eriick 1982) • 

The small number o-F countries and limited time span o-f this 
study i-Ttpiy a need to explore the same questions in greater 
depths The United States may be atypical o-F Western nations m 
the barriers it puts in the path o-F women TV journalists. The 
number o-F Third World countries needs to be expanded as well, 
abiding A-Frican and Arab cultures especially. 

With more in-formation on story assignments, statistical 
analysis such as carried out by Singleton and Cook ^19S2) wouia 
be possible. Does an apparent universal association o-F women 
with nurturing result in assigning them to do health coverage'^ 

Questions abound about the interplay o-F culture and growing 

UD -female. Cc womeri in -Fact have an advantage in covering Latin 

countries? What about other Western countries? Asian, A-frican or 

Arab countries? Furthermore, what would be the interpla-.- zt 

cultures i-F women -from developing countries covered devel^oec 

nations, or ir women -from developing countries coverea di ssi j-ni 1 ^^r 

developing countries? 

Research on these questions could be use-Ful in schools 

'2-F journalism and training programs which are attracting more 

wcmen each year. In one U5IA program in Tunisia m summer l-ZZ. 

about one-hal-F o-f the trainees are ejcpected to be -Female. The 
f uturt of Third World joumaliim mmj naU rest in feaale hands* 
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